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© Motor-compressor unit, in particular for refrigerators. 

© A motor-compressor unit, in particular for refrig- 
erators, comprises a drive shaft (1) with its own 
lateral surface and arranged to drive usual means for 
compressing a refrigerant fluid. The shaft (1) com- 
prises a collar (13) projecting from said lateral sur- 
face (s) extending about at least part of its circum- 
ference, said collar (13) acting as a support for a 
counterweight (18) having at least a part resting on it 
and comprising a part to be engaged with a cor- 
responding seat provided in said surface. 
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This invention relates to a motor-compressor 
unit, in particular for refrigerators, of the type com- 
prising an electric motor rotating an output or drive 
shaft having its own lateral surface and arranged to 
drive usual means for compressing a fluid, in par- 
ticular a refrigerant fluid, and a compressor casing 
relative to which the shaft moves. 

A drive shaft of the aforesaid type supports a 
usual counterweight for balancing the forces gen- 
erated by the masses rigid with said shaft during 
their movement. 

The counterweight can form an integral part of 
the shaft as in the case of cast shafts, usually of 
cast iron, in which in addition to the eccentric part 
and concentric part, the casting also comprises the 
counterweight. Alternatively the counterweight can 
be formed separately and then be joined to the 
actual shaft by methods of greater or lesser com- 
plexity and cost, depending on the technical and 
functional characteristics of the counterweight 

Usually said counterweight is joined to the 
drive shaft by operations (eg. welding) which re- 
quire a time representing a not inconsiderable part 
of the finished compressor manufacturing time. 

It is known to form a drive shaft provided with a 
crank at that end to be connected to the compres- 
sion means. This crank defines a shaft part to 
cooperate with the counterweight to be mounted on 
said end. 

With this method the lower surface of the coun- 
terweight cooperates with a corresponding contact 
surface provided in the compressor casing, to sup- 
port the drive shaft. 

It is evidently necessary to ensure a precise 
and repeatable positioning of the counterweight on 
the shaft in order to ensure correct bearing be- 
tween the drive shaft (via said lower surface of the 
counterweight) and the corresponding surface of 
the compressor casing. 

Although this method quickens the manufac- 
ture of the motor and finished compressor, further 
operations are required to perfectly balance the 
counterweight on the shaft. Without this balancing, 
considerable and well known problems could arise 
in the motor-compressor unit during its use. 

An object of the present invention is to provide 
a motor-compressor unit of the stated type in 
which the joint between the drive shaft and the 
relative counterweight can be made easily, quickly, 
and reliably. 

A further object is to provide a motor-compres- 
sor unit which is of lower cost than known con- 
structions and in which special balancing oper- 
ations are not required in joining the counterweight 
to the shaft. 

A further object is to provide a motor-compres- 
sor unit which is of lower cost than known con- 
structions and in which the counterweight joined to 
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the shaft does not cooperate in any way in support- 
ing the shaft on the compressor casing. 

A further object is to provide a motor-compres- 
sor unit in which the drive shaft and the relative 

5 counterweight are of such shape as to facilitate 
their reliable joining. 

These and further objects which will be appar- 
ent to the expert of the art are attained by a motor- 
compressor unit of the aforesaid type, characteris- 

w ed in that the shaft comprises a collar projecting 
from its lateral surface and extending about at least 
part of its circumference, said collar acting as a 
support for a counterweight having at least a part 
resting on it. 

15 The present invention will be more apparent 

from the accompanying drawing, which is provided 
by way of non-limiting example and in which: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a shaft for a 
motor-compressor unit in accordance with the 
20 invention; 

Figure 2 is a longitudinal section through the 
shaft of Figure 1 ; and 

Figure 3 is a side view of the shaft of Figure 1 . 
In said figures the reference numeral 1 in- 
25 dicates the drive shaft of a usual motor-compressor 
unit. This shaft has a body 2 with an outer surface 
S, said body 2 being hollow at 5. The cavity 5 
opens, at 6 and 7, at the ends 8 and 9 of the shaft 
1. 

30 In proximity to the end 8, the shaft 1 is coupled 

to usual compression means (not shown) in known 
manner, via a part 11 having its axis W parallel to 
but displaced from the axis K of the remaining part 
1 2 of the body 2. 

35 This latter, between said parts 1 1 and 1 2, com- 

prises a protecting collar 13 extending about at 
least part of the circumference of its surface S. 

The collar 13 is formed by cold-forming the 
shaft 1, and comprises, in cross-section, two over- 

40 lying flanges 13A and 13B defining a flat surface P 
on which one side 17 of a counterweight 18 rests. 

This collar comprises a lower portion or surface 
13F arranged to cooperate with a usual compressor 
casing (not shown) for supporting the shaft 1 on 

45 said casing. 

The counterweight comprises a folded part 19 
arranged to lie coplanar with and adjacent to the 
collar 13 and at least partly surrounding it. 

Said side 17 comprises two projecting arched 

so arms 20 which are at least partly elastically defor- 
mable (for example because of the elasticity of the 
metal defining the counterweight 18, formed prefer- 
ably from a blanked and folded metal plate) and 
are arranged to cooperate with an annular seat 21 

55 provided in the part 1 1 of the body 2. This seat is 
adjacent to the collar 13 and enables the coun- 
terweight 18 to be easily arranged on the shaft 1 in 
a position perpendicular to the axis K or W of said 
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shaft. 

Finally, at the end 9 there is provided a cap 23 
flared at its free end 24, to allow the shaft 1 to 
draw usual lubricant present in the enclosure (not 
shown) of the motor-compressor unit in which the 
shaft operates. The oil drawn by the cap 23 rises 
through the cavity 5 and passes through an ap- 
erture 26 provided in the part 11 of said body 2, 
and along a channel 27 provided in the surface of 
this part, to be distributed to the compression 
means for their lubrication. 

The shaft construction requires little time. Start- 
ing from a hollow tube, it is deformed (preferably 
cold) to form the collar 13 with the part 13A lying in 
a plane perpendicular to the axis K or W of the 
body 2. 

The counterweight 18 is constructed simulta- 
neously for example from a blanked plate, by 
bending the plate back. 

The counterweight is then mounted on the col- 
lar and the arms 20 are snap-inserted into the seat 
21 to bring the part 19 of the counterweight into 
contact with the flange 13B of the collar 13. 

Because of the configuration of the shaft 1, 
arranging the counterweight 18 on the collar 13 
results in the counterweight being perfectly bal- 
anced about the shaft 1 . 

In any event, again because of said configura- 
tion it is no longer necessary (in contrast to known 
constructions) to ensure that the counterweight is 
perfectly perpendicular to the axis of the drive shaft 
body as the counterweight does not cooperate in 
any manner with the compressor casing for the 
purpose of supporting the shaft on this casing. 

A shaft formed in accordance with the invention 
is therefore of speedy construction and simple 
preparation for use. 

In addition, the modular form of its component 
pieces allows their easy storage and transportation. 
Once assembled, the resultant drive shaft has a 
reliability which is totally comparable with known 
constructions. 

One embodiment of the invention has been 
described. However, other embodiments of the in- 
vention are possible (for example with the collar 
extending about the entire outer surface of the 
body), all of which fall within the scope of the 
present document- 
Claims 

1. A motor-compressor unit, in particular for re- 
frigerators, of the type comprising an electric 
motor rotating an output or drive shaft having 
its own lateral surface and arranged to drive 
usual means for compressing a fluid, in par- 
ticular a refrigerant fluid, there being provided 
a compressor casing relative to which the shaft 



moves, characterised in that the drive shaft (1) 
comprises a collar (13) projecting from said 
lateral surface (S) and extending about at least 
part of its circumference, said collar (13) acting 
5 as a support for a counterweight (18) having at 

least a part (17) resting on it. 

2. A motor-compressor unit as claimed in claim 

1, characterised in that the collar (13) is ar- 
10 ranged between two parts (11, 12) of the drive 

shaft (1) which have their axes (K, W) parallel 
but not coinciding. 

3. A motor-compressor unit as claimed in claim 
75 2, characterised in that the collar comprises a 

lower portion (13F) arranged to cooperate with 
the compressor casing in such a manner as to 
support the drive shaft (1) on this latter. 

20 4. A motor-compressor unit as claimed in claim 

2, characterised in that the drive shaft (1) com- 
prises a body (2) which is deformed, prefer- 
ably cold-formed, in such a manner as to de- 
fine the collar (13), said collar comprising two 

25 superposed parts (13A, 13B), of which at least 

one (13A) lies in a plane perpendicular to the 
parts (11,12) defined on said body (2). 

5. A motor-compressor unit as claimed in claims 
30 1 and 4, characterised in that the counter- 
weight comprises two portions (17, 19) ar- 
ranged to cooperate with the parts (13A, 13B) 
of the collar (13), a first portion (17) resting on 
a corresponding part (13A) of the collar (13) 

35 and the second portion (19) lying about the 

collar (13). 

6. A motor-compressor unit as claimed in claim 
5, characterised in that the counterweight (18) 

40 is a metal plate blanked and bent to define its 

two different portions (17, 19). 

7. A motor-compressor unit as claimed in claim 
1, characterised in that the counterweight (18) 

45 comprises projecting arms (20) arranged to 

snap-cooperate with the body (2) of the drive 
shaft (1). 

8. A motor-compressor unit as claimed in claim 
so 7, characterised in that the two projecting arms 

(20) are arched, are elastically deformable and 
cooperate with an annular seat (21) provided in 
the body (2) of the drive shaft (1). 

55 9. A motor-compressor unit as claimed in claim 
1, characterised in that the drive shaft (1) co- 
operates with a dip element (23) arranged to 
draw lubricant present in the motor-corn pres- 
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sor unit and feed it into a cavity (5) in the shaft 
(1), said cavity opening (at 6, 7) at the ends (8, 
9) of the body (2) of said shaft (1). 

10. A motor-compressor unit as claimed in claim 5 
2, characterised in that the shaft comprises, in 
that part (11) which cooperates with the com- 
pression means, a hole (26) communicating 
with its cavity (5) and a surface channel (27). 
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